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outstanding, unequivocating, uncompromising, en-
thusiastic champion of the Soviet regime in the
family.

There are other supporters among us, but they
would not be termed sound either by Moscow or
the Communist Party. They have reservations, and
sometimes they want to explain. They hanker after
politics. They want communism according to
English ideas and English culture. Not so mother.
In her last years she was the complete internationalist.
She had been to Russia and had read all about
Russia, for and against. She knew what was wrong
in Russia, and what was right. She knew what was
right with England and what was wrong.

You couldn't put mother off her stride by stories
of hunger in Russia to-day; she knew there had been
starvation in Russia under the Czars; but there
was starvation in England even under the Union
Jack. There were bread queues in Moscow and dole
queues in London. She had met many Russians
and had found them all good to know.

Long before the Revolution, and long before the
War, she had met Russian socialist refugees; they
were good to know too, but they were hunted, haunted
and harassed; and they told her stories of the shooting
down by the hundred of unarmed men, women and
children who had approached the Czar's palace to
ask for bread. Mother was sound about Russia;
she was over seventy and until her end lived for the
day when changes as tremendous as those which
have taken place in Russia would be brought about